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INTRODUCTION 

 
The Division of Research Infrastructure 

at NIH has supported the Research Centers on 
Minority Institutions (RCMI) for over twenty 
years. This has enabled the affiliated Institutions 
to maintain critical and much needed research 
programs in the important area of Health 
Disparities. The importance of the existence of 
health care disparities was noted for example by,  
Dr. Margaret Hecklers (Task Force on Black and 
Minority Health, United States Office of 
Minority Health. Report of the Secretary’s Task 
Force on Black and Minority Health. Vols. 1-8, 
Washington, DC: US Department of Health and 
Human Services; 1985-1986).  While important 
advances have been made in this area much 
needs to be done. Therefore, the relevance of  
this aspect of health care cannot be 
underestimated.  

It is recognized that important health 
care advances can be better facilitated with 
education and the establishment of cutting edge 
infrastructural support. In this sense a key goal of 
the RCMI program is to develop the research 
capacity of predominantly minority institutions. 
In addition to the RCMI, there are several other 
programs.  There is the Clinical Research 
Education and Career Development (CRECD) 
program, RCMI Centers of Clinical Research 
Excellence, and RCMI Clinical Research 
Infrastructure Initiative.  The purpose of each of 
these programs is to expand and support medical 
research to improve the health of the nation’s 
citizen’s especially racial and ethnic minorities. 
For more information on these programs please 
refer to the NIH web pages:  

www.ncrr.NIH.gov 
One way that medical research and its 

clinical application produced by these  programs 
can be facilitated and expanded  is by the regular 
exchange of ideas among the scientists. RCMI 
promotes such an exchange by holding regular 
meetings. Published reports of these International 
Symposia have taken place for eight years now.  
The present volumes represent meetings Nine 
and Ten.  
  
RCMI THEME ISSUES 
 
Ninth RCMI International Research Symposium 
in Baltimore 

The first Theme issue reflects some of 
the research produced in conjunction with the 
Ninth Research Centers in Minority Institutions 
(RCMI) International Symposium on Health 
Disparities.  It was held on December 8-11 in 
Baltimore Maryland in partnership with Morgan 
State University.  Morgan State University 
hosted the 9th RCMI International Research 
Symposium, which was in Baltimore, Maryland, 
on December 8-11, 2004 at the Baltimore 
Marriott Waterfront Hotel. The RCMI 
Biomedical and Clinical Programs from all 
RCMI campuses contributed to this activity.  In 
addition there were a number of invited speakers 
who are listed below: 

Vice Admiral Richard H. Carmona, MD, MPH, 
FACS, Surgeon General, U.S. Public Health 
Service; James Gavin, MD, PhD, President, 
Morehouse School of Medicine; Marianne J. 
Legato, MD, Professor of Clinical Medicine, 
Columbia University; Vivian M. Pinn, MD, 
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Associate Director of Research on Women's 
Health and Director, Office of Research on 
Women's Health, National Institutes of Health; 
Floyd Malveaux, MD, PhD, Dean, College of 
Medicine, Howard University; Edgar R. Miller, 
III, MD, PhD, Associate Professor of Medicine 
and Epidemiology, Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine; Robert Gallo, MD, Director, 
Institute of Human Virology, University of 
Maryland Biotechnology Institute; Judith 
Vaitukaitis, Director, National Center for 
Research Resources, National Institutes of 
Health, and Sidney A. McNairy, Jr., Associate 
Director for Research Infrastructure, National 
Center for Research Resources, National 
Institutes of Health. 

Tenth RCMI International Research Symposium 
in Puerto Rico 

The second issue in the series is the 
RCMI 10th International symposium on Health 
Disparities was hosted by the University of 
Puerto Rico Medical Sciences Campus, 
Universidad Central del Caribe and Ponce School 
of Medicine. 

The 10th RCMI International 
Symposium on Health Disparities took place on 
December 13 - 16, 2006 at the Caribe Hilton 
Hotel in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Over 650 
participants from the Caribbean, Brazil, Africa 
and the United States attended the meeting. The 
invited speakers are listed below: 
Dr. Barbara Alving, Acting Director of the 
National Center for Research Resources 
(NCRR), NIH; Dr. Sidney A. McNairy Jr., 
Associate Director for Research Infrastructure, 
NCRR, NIH; Dr. Antonia C. Novello, 
Commissioner of Health, State of New York; Dr. 
Eric Hoffman, Director, Center for Genetic 
Medicine, Children’s Research Institute, 
Washington, DC, and Dr. Benjamin Littenberg, 
Henry and Carleen Tufo Professor of Medicine 
and Nursing, University of Vermont. Dr. Loiuse 
E. Ramm, Deputy Director, National Center for 
Research Resources, NIH, and Dr. John Ruffin, 
Director, National Center on Minority Health and 
Health Disparities, NIH, addressed the audience 
during the opening ceremonies.  
The meeting offered a number of   workshops 
and talks. These included focus sessions on 
research ethics, proteomics, grant writing, 
technology transfer etc. 
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